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Mr. Bartholdt's Resolution in Congress. 

On June 28 Hon. Richard Bartholdt, president of 
the United States Group of the Interparliamentary 
Union, introduced into Congress a concurrent reso- 
lution providing for the appointment of two commis- 
sions, one to study the subject of the method by which 
the judges may be selected for the proposed perma- 
nent international court of arbitral justice, the other 
to consider the problem of limitation of armaments. 
Each commission is to consist of three members 
whose salaries are to be f 7,500 a year each while they 
are engaged in the service. The President is re- 
quested by the resolution to ask all the powers rep- 
resented at the second Hague Conference to take 
similar action, the purpose of the resolution being to 
secure the creation of competent international com- 
missions to study these important subjects which were 
remitted to the governments by the second Hague 
Conference. 

Mr. Bartholdt's resolution ought to be, and we be- 
lieve will be, promptly adopted by both Houses of 
Congress. There is no time to lose. Two years 
will have passed in October since the second Hague 
Conference adjourned, and in about five or six years 



the third Conference will assemble. The second 
Conference voted unanimously for the principle of a 
permanent International Court of Justice, and dis- 
agreed only on the manner in which the judges should 
be selected. This point they referred to the govern- 
ments at home for determination. On the matter of 
limitation of expenditures on armaments the Confer- 
ence took no practical action. It did, however, recog- 
nize the seriousness of the problem, and passed a 
resolution declaring that " it is eminently desirable 
that the governments should resume the serious ex- 
amination of this question." 

It is high time that this serious examination should 
begin, if the third Hague Conference is to be in a 
position to do anything effective toward the solution 
of the problem. No practical study has yet been 
made of the subject. Nor do we believe that any 
consideration of it by private commissions, such as 
that already created in this country in accordance 
with a recommendation of the International Peace 
Congress, can ever meet the requirements of the case. 
Such commissions may do something to prepare the 
way, but only the governments themselves are in a 
position to create and adequately finance the machin- 
ery for the full investigation of the matter. They 
can do it, and the second Hague Conference has made 
it their imperative duty to do it. 

There is no doubt that Congress and the President 
will have the hearty support of the country in gen- 
eral in whatever practical steps they may take in the 
direction marked out in Mr. Bartholdt's resolution. 
The public demand has already become very wide- 
spread and strong that arrest of the present rivalry 
in armaments shall be effected at the earliest practic- 
able moment. Resolutions to this effect are being 
adopted with great unanimity everywhere throughout 
the country, at all sorts of gatherings. No other 
question is so constantly in men's minds and upon 
their lips. The great deficit in the national treasury, 
coupled with the enormous increase of tbe naval 
budget, now $136,000,000 for the coming twelve 
months, speaks a language which the people easily 
understand, and which designing jingoes and naval 
promoters cannot explain away. The plea that great 
armaments are necessary to preserve the peace of the 
world has lost its charm to the common ear. What 
the people know is that the greater the armaments 
the worse the alarms of war, as well as the heavier 
the burdens they have to bear. 

The time has come for action. If Congress has a 



